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IN ANOTHER TANGLE WITH GERMANY, SITUATION IS NOT ENTIRELY ROSY

HAT the United States tv again in danger of being
drawn into the Europesan war oannot be denied
It is also true that the temper of the majoniy
of people in this country iz such that much greater
outrages against American rights would be tolerated
from England and France than from Germany. That
iu a fact, the right or reason of which it is unnecessary
to dlscuss at this moement. Britain will continue to
take lier gwn measures and her own time to harass
aur commerce and directly embarrass us in our relations
wilh ber esemies. But anythipg she sees fit to do will
be tolerated by this country

Not wo with Germany. Aside from the fact that a
majerity of the people of the United States are not
in sympathy with Germany in this war, it is alsio true
that the policy of the Washington admimistration,
while keeping to the letter of the law, hax been more
innistent and more drastic when directed againgt Gor-
man aggressions than when directed against British
aggresionn.  Yeb, in the jnterest of keeping the peace,
the Washington govermment has nso far accepted from
Germany wvery much less important concessions than it
originally sought and demanded.

The sitoation now araiag over the German aasounce-
ment of a new submarine pelicy in made extia critioal
by the previous commitment of the Washinglon govern-
ment to the very printiple for which Germany is con-
teading, apd by the pubsequent reversal of policy at
Washington. Congress shows a dispesition mow 1o in-
terfore in the diplematic situstion, which doex not
maie the task of the adninistration any easier.

Early in the war, Washington declared ils adhesion
to the long establiched principle that belligerent-owned

\
merchant ships might carry guns of lexs than 6 inch
caliber for defensive purposes withoul rendering them
liable to internment, and without making them the
legitimate prey of ememy warships contrary to the usual
procedyre of visit and search. :

As the war proceeded, it became eviden! that the
submarine must be taken into account as & new agent
in war, and the Washington government was evidenlly
enough influenced by the German arguments to Suggent
to the allies that morchant ships carry no guns.

Germany took advantage of Washington's change
of front to ask thiz government to infern all belligerent-
owned merchant ships carrying guns, or to bar them
from our ports, and to declare the principle which should
apply to the Mediterransan and all the seas. The allies
did mot teply to Washington's suggestion, and the whele
question was pending when Germany formally declared
that after February 20 she would sink all armed mer-
chant ships without warnming, regarding them as war-
nhips.

1.,1 number of congressmen, in their actions vesterday
and today, evince 8 disposition (o warn Amencans aot
io suil on armed merchantmen anywhere in the war
aren, which, indeed, is the world. The object of this
proposal js to avoid another Lusitania catastrophe, by
wesing te it that Americans szhall not deliberately place
themselves in the way of German {orpedoes. Carmany
i alreaiy tonceded the prindple that she will not tor-
pedd unsrmed merchant ships

The Washington administration, and itg leading sup-
potiers in congress, now declare that to issue such a
warning would be to abanden an impertant principle of
international law, and set a dangecous precedent for
the future, It it argued that we have mo nght te
change, during the war, our interpretation of infer-
national law by conceding the new principle that mer-

luvther argued that, in case of war inyolving the United
States, we should probably desire to &rm eur merchant
ships for defensive purposes without rendering them
liable Lo be treated as warships,

The president has sent word to the semale and house
that any suth action as bas been contemplated would
very seriously embarrass him in dealing with Germany:
parily by indicating a divided country, partly by casting
doubt wpon the firm foundation of his eontentions in
this special case. On the other hand, aot oaly in con-
gresa but throughout the country there are many people
who firmly believe that American citizens should not
insisi ton strongly upen their technical rights at this
time, but should setk to avoid, in every pessible way,
runming afoul B the war policles of either belligerent
party; people holding these views feel that it is not
right for & few individualy io act in such a manner as
may plunge the Uniled States into war not of its
seeking.

The situstion is most interesting, and concerns every
citizen.  The law points involved are technical, amd
technical men must distuss them and find a way oul.
But the peaple of-the United States must not lose sight
of this cardinal fact: that while unader our constitution
only the comgress can declare war, the president and
the siate depariment may unhindersd lead the country
up o the very verge of war, and create a set of cir-
cumnstances from which there is no escape but by way of
war. This is, of courss, the source of danger now—that
the executive will carty negotiations with Germany up
6 a point where no progress can be made, and then turn
the question over to comgress im such form that the
mation cannot recede without serious loss of salf respect
and prestige, and corresponding danger for the future.

The president is known to believe fhat to break
off diplomatic relations with Germany will mean war.
He will not hasten this break, but it may be that he will

see no way to avoid it. Generally speaking, the country
at large is lesy dizponed to fight tham {1 wag a year or
more ago, The country at large knows that its course
in some things has not been allogether admurable; but
perhaps more impurtant than all, the country lknows
pretty well by this time what war really meaps, and
how far from being prepared for war the natiom is al
this moment. The administration will {ind that congress
will not be 2 unit behind him if he fails to cite high
and wital principles to give life and meaning to his
technicalities, It is nol enough that the technicalities
be really important lo save; they must be made to ap-
pear important to the country at large, and to the
congress.

The possibility that the country faces within the
immediate future, is the deliberate ginking by Germany
of a British or French or [tallan ship (ssy in the
Mediterranean se3) carrying American passengers, and
Germany’s subsequent explanativn that her submarine
commander saw a gun mounted on the ship “for de-
fensive purposes.” A very small gun can sink a sub.
marine, and even a small weapon thus becomen really
an arm of offence as well as of defence, in the view
of Germany. In view of all that has gone before, how
could the United States accept wuch am sct as anything
bat deliberstely hostile?

Yet, as things fand today, it appears that Germany
munst back down on her February 29 order, or imcur
the risk of an open break with the Unired States, and
possibly the risk of actuval war,

Peace, plenty, prosperity, amd comteniment prevail
it the United States today. Yet the people of Britain
and France and Belgium, in July 1914, not for & moment
thought that hell would break loose bafere another
movn. It is a time of =urprises. The United States
must not deem itsell exempt from the cansequences of
the world wide eruption now in full blast.
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